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THE BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION.
THE annual meetingof the British Dental Associationwas
held in London on August ixth and following days. The
meeting was inaugurated by a reception and conversazione
given by the Metropolitan Branch of the Association at the
Whitehall Rooms, H6tel Metropole, on Tuesday evening,
August i th. The guests were received by Mr. and Mrs.
Frederick Canton, Mr. Canton being both President of the
Branch and President-Elect of the Association. The busi-
ness meetings, which commenced on Wednesday morning,
were held at the Examination Hall, Victoria Embankment.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
Mr. BOWMAN MACLEOD, of Edinburgh, the retiring Presi-

dent, delivered his valedictory address.
Mr. CANTONhaving been inducted into the chair, proceeded

to deliver the inaugural address. He said that notwithstand-
ing up to the present there was no teaching university
for London, they might rest assured that so great a boon must
come very shortly, and that the executive of the Association
would see that the dental profession received that recognition
to which it was entitled. The dental curriculum, although
nominally only extending over four years, practicallyextended
over five years. He would suggest that the third year of the
three devoted to dental mechanics should be devoted to
hospital work with a view of maturing, utilising, and develop-
ing the skill gained in the workroom. Anothersuggestionhe
would venture to make was that increased teaching was neces-
sary in dental histology and dental materia medica, the
former subject requiring a special department in all
schools, which should include the important subject of bacteri-
ology. With regard to public advertising, the Dentists' Act
did not prohibit it. It had been suggested that it might be
of service to the public if, like the Stock Exchange, the
British Dental Association made it publicly known that their
members were not allowed to advertise. In conclusion, he
said he felt very strongly that it was the duty of every profes-
sional man to do his utmost to assist in the elevation and
cultivation of the profession to which he belonged.

REPORTS.
The Honorary Treasurer showed by his report that the

finances of the Association were in a satisfactory condition,
that there were now 930 members, of which number 58 had
been elected during the year. This was a small number of
the dentists of Great Britain, and it was to be hoped that a
large number of new members would apply for election during
the coming year.
The Honorary Secretary's report said that during the past

year there had been five successful prosecutions of irregular
practitioners undertaken for the purpose of maintaining the
spirit and provisions of the Dentists' Act. Representatives
of the Association had been acting in conjunction with those
of the British Medical Association, the Apothecaries' Society
an-i the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in an
endeavour to obtain important modifications of the Com-
panies Act in order to correct existing abuses which rendered
more or less nugatory all existing medical legislation for the
protection of the Public. The question of " covering " had
received attention, and the General Medical Council had
summoned a defendant to appear before the Council at its
next session. The Executive of the Association had been
active in forwarding the direct representation of the Dental
profession upon the General Medical Council. Dental
advertising had received a large amount of attention at the
hands of the representative Board, and it had been decided
that the present moment was inopportune for pressing the
question upon the attention of the General Medical Council.

It was unanimously decided that the next general meeting
should be held in Dublin, and that Dr. Theodore Stack should
be the President.

CHILDREN'S TEETH.
The sixth report of the Schools Committee on the Con-

dition of the Teeth of Children was read and adopted and the
following resolution agreed to:
That the British Dental Association regrets that there is no mention of

teeth or dentistry in the recent report of the Departmental Committee
of the Lccal Government Board on Poor-law Schools, althoughits 'atten-

tion had been called to the matter by statistics and by the evidence of vA
Local Government Board inspector; that this Association is strongly of
opinion that the importance of the care of children's teeth, especially
those of the wage-earning classes and the poor, should receive immediate-
attention by the Board of Guardians and other authorities; and, further,.
that all such school dental appointments should be made on similar lines
to those regulating medical appointments, and therefore subject to in-
spection by the Local Government Board.

PAPERS.
The following papers were read during the meeting: Some

Experiments in Bridge Work, by Mr. GEORGE CUNNINGHAM;,
the author dealt with the subject from an engineering point
of view and the merits of materials employed.-Notes on
Fracture and Hypoplasia, by Mr. SIDNEY SPOKES. The sub--
ject was treated as follows;. the varieties of fracture, relative-
liability of the different teeth, and the treatment.-Reminis-
cences of Fifty-four Years in the Dental Profession, by Mr.
A. J. WOODHOUSE.-Notes on Dentinal Tubes and their
Relation to other Channels in Dentine, by C. S. TOMES,.
F.R.S.-Treatment of Certain Irregularities of the Teeth, by
Dr. ANGLE, of St. Louis, U.S.A.-Some Dental Lesions in--
duced by Caries, by A. HOPEWELL SMITH.-On Exostosis, by
Mr. D. E. CAUSH.-On Touch Bulbs in Dentine, by Dr.-
THEODORE STACK.-On Open Bite, by Mr. J. F. COLYER.-The-
Mechanical Factor in the Eruption of the Teeth hitherto Un-
recognised, by Mr. J. E. CONSTANT. The author held that;
the blood pressure from below the developing tooth was-
largely responsible for the process of eruption.

DEMONSTATIONS.
A large number of demonstrations of a valuable and practi-

cal character were given by members of the Association during.
the afternoons, andincluded some interesting skiagraphs of
teeth and micro-photographs, microscopical sections, and a.
series of diagrams illustrating a classification of diseases of
the teeth, were exhibited by Professor ARKOVY of Buda-Pesth..

ENTERTAINMENTS.
On Friday evening the annual dinner of the Association-

was held at the H6tel Metropole, the President, Mr. F.
CANTON, being in the chair. There was a large company'
assembled and the dinner was highly successful. During the-
meeting the London members entertained the provincial
members and their wives to luncheon, and various social
festivities were arranged for the enjoyment of those attending..
Mr. and Mrs. Canton, assisted by Mr. E. Trimmer, held a.
conversazione at the College of Surgeons. Mr. Mummery a.
garden party at his house at Southall. Dr. Walker a driving
party from Beckenham to Holmwood Park, Chevening Park:
to Knockholt, and back to Beckenham. A most successful.
gathering was brought to a satisfactory conclusion by the.
London members inviting the members of the Association
and ladies to an excursion to Richmond.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS IN INDIA.
IN the House of Commons on August 6th Major Rasch asked
Mr. Balfour whether he would consider the advisability of;
appointing a committee next session to inquire into the-
working of the Contagious Diseases Acts with reference to the -

British army quartered in India. Mr. James Stuart also-
asked whether Mr. Balfour's attention had been called to the-
views repeatedly expressed by the Army Sanitary Commis--
sion that the system of the Contagious Diseases Acts in,
India had proved a failure, and that its restitution could not,
consequently be advocated on sanitary grounds ; and whether,,
considering these views and the strong opposition which,
existed to such measures on moral grounds, the Government;
would direct the attention of the Indian authorities to the.
memoranda on the subject by the Army Sanitary Commission,
and to the remedial measures suggested by them. Mr. Bal-
four, in reply to both questions, said that he had to say that
there could be no doubt as to the gravity of the present state
of things, and they understood .that there was a dispute-
whether and how far it was due to recent legislation. Thea
Government would consider the propriety of inquiring by,
Committee or some other body which might decide the df&-
puted questions of fact.


